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Everglades Coalition Resolution Supporting 5.5 Miles of Bridging i
Tamiami Trail Next Steps Project

WHEREAS, restoration of the Everglades has commenced uwonrdte abundance of
wildlife once found in the Everglades, to recover thousands @saof marshes and
estuarine habitat, and to benefit Florida and Nationatk$® and ecosystem-based
economies,

WHEREAS, restoring the hydrology of the Everglades is of stmmportance for
restoration efforts to recreate the quantity, quatiitging and distribution of water found in
the historical system,

WHEREAS, the Tamiami Trail, built in 1928 to link Tampa andaMi, blocks natural
freshwater flow through NE Shark River Slough into Evergiadational Park and Florida
Bay, which historically nourished the Everglades and provideddhditions necessary for
wading bird colonies and other wildlife habitat,

WHEREAS, A Tamiami Trail one mile bridge is under constarcwhich is a first step

toward reestablishing freshwater flows into Everglades Naltidhark, but experts

recognize that much more bridging is required to achievefigignt ecological benefits, as
noted in the 2010 National Research Council's “Progress itbReastoring the Everglades:
The Third Biennial Review”,

WHEREAS, the National Park Service has prepared a [Eaftronmental Impact
Statement for the Tamiami Trail Modifications: Next Stgm®ject, as directed by
Congress, which identifies 5.5 miles of additional bridginthagpreferred alternative,

WHEREAS, the National Park Service’'s preferred alteveatbridging 5.5 miles of
Tamiami Trail, will provide the greatest measurable environalebenefits to the
Everglades ecosystem and a significant boost to South Féordanomy through the
creation of jobs in engineering, science and constructidorsec

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. The Everglades Coalition, with 53 organizations dedicatecprotecting and
restoring America’s Everglades, hereby supports the NatiBaak Service's
preferred alternative, bridging 5.5 miles of Tamiami Trail,

2. The Everglades Coalition urges seamless integration bettheeproposed 5.5
miles of bridging and the 1 mile bridge underway, for a totab.&6f miles of
bridging to finally reconnect freshwater flows north and lsa@ftTamiami Trail.
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